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How City of Toronto Works
Who is Our City?
Toronto has a diverse 

population of  million

 50% are women

47% report themselves as 
   belonging to a visible minority

 70,000 identify 

  Inuit people

 14/44 members of 
  City Council Identify as women
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City of Toronto Budget 
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Why is it important for women?
How City Council allocates money affects 
spending on ALL services and infrastructure. 

City Councillors have a responsibility to be aware 
of how the City’s spending impacts women, and 
this must play a role in their decisions about 
voting for the budget.

Toronto needs gender-responsive budgeting! 
Applying a Gender Equity Lens to the City 
budget can move the City toward a Gender-
Responsive Budget (GRB) if gender gaps  
are identified and steps are taken to  
eliminate these. 

A gender gap exists when women and men’s 
needs are not equally met and/or when women 
pay disproportionately through their income for 
the same service.

Here are some ways in which this can work:

Example 1: More women use public transit. 
GRB would allocate resources to reflect this 
consideration in the safety, design,  
and accessibility of public transit.

LINK: Click here to access The City of 
Toronto’s detailed 2016 Operating Budget

Budget Allocation
Some of Where Toronto’s Budget Goes

Toronto Public 
Libraries

Toronto Transit 
Commission

Parks, Forestry 
& Recreation

Toronto Police 
Services

Toronto Water

Toronto Employment 
& Social Services

Check out your City Councillor! 
Do they support subsidized 
childcare spaces? Meal programs? 
A�ordable housing? What is their 
record of voting on these issues?

http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=e560f459354b0510VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD


Budget Activity:

http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/decisionBodyProfile.do?function=doPrepare&decisionBodyId=1022#Meeting-2015.BU14
http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/01/23/toronto-budget-fails-to-address-poverty-reduction.html


Women and City Planning



http://www1.toronto.ca/wps/portal/contentonly?vgnextoid=03eda07443f36410VgnVCM10000071d60f89RCRD
http://www.twca.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/TWCA-Official-Plan-Review-Policy-Proposals.pdf


City Planning Activity:

http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2013.PG28.2


Women and Transit





Transit Activity

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/05/04/we-need-more-women-on-the-ttc-board.html


Women and Housing

The standard for a!ordable 
housing is 30% or less 

of monthly income 
spent on shelter costs

Toronto A!ordable Housing Waitlist 2013 
Statistics from Wellsley Institute

 households needed

 people are waiting for a home



Housing Activity:

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2015/03/14/the-great-divide-in-toronto-housing.html


Childcare

What does childcare look like 
in Toronto right now? 

 The number of licensed childcare 
                  spaces in Toronto as of January 31, 2014

 The number of children on the waiting  
                   list for a child care fee subsidy as of 
                   January 2014

 The number of children the available 
                  childcare fee subsidies can support. 

 The total number of children aged 
                     0-12 in Toronto, based on the 
                     2011 census

  of Toronto’s children are accomodated by
            the city’s licensed childcare system

 The percentage of women ages 20-54 
               participate in the labour force in Toronto 
                  (2013 StatsCan data)

(Facilitators, put these up on !ip chart paper 
around the room or Powerpoint slides)

Toronto has the most expensive childcare in 
Canada and the system is not meeting the needs 
of working women. The annual cost of childcare 
in Toronto can often be more than the cost of 
housing! Without subsidies, childcare costs can 
be around  per year.





Childcare Activity: 



Community Recreation



Community Recreation

Community 
Recreation Activity: 



How to Get Involved



Further Resources




